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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTi'-IElviT  OF  AaEICUL'IURE  ^-"^ 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  ^ 
Washington,  D.  C.     •  . 

FS   February  19,  1935. 

V-IU^ 

FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  VEGEIAELES 

Winter  vegetable  s u]^^ 3^i_ej_.,J- 93_4-^^ 

Summary :    Buth  Mexico  and  Cuba  are  reported  to  have  larger  crops  of 
winter  vegetables  available  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  the  re- 
maining months  of  the  winter  vegetable  season  (February,  to  May)  than  last  year. 
Rough  estimates  indicate  that  total  supplies  available  for  shipment  in  Mexico, 
Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  for  1934-35  (November  to  Ivlay)  were  equivalent  to  68,000 
short  tons,  or  almost  double  the  United  States  imports  in  1933-34.     Of  this 
amount,  tomatoes  made  up  44,100  short  tons;  green  peas,  9,400;  eggplant,  2,900; 
green  peppers,  2,850;  cucumbers,  2,550;  green  beans,   including  limas,  2,400; 
and  all  others,  3,800  short  tons. 


Ul'HTED  STATES:     Imports  of  principal  fresh  vegetables  from 

Mexico  and  Cuba  and  receipts  from  Puerto  Rice 
for  1930-31  to  1933-34,   together  with  the  esti- 
mated supplies  for  1934-35,  July  to  Juno.  1^/ 


Vegetable 

i-iverage 
•  1926-27 
1930-31 

19.30-31 

:  1931-32 

:  1932-33 

;  1933-34 

'  Estim-ate 
;  1934-35 

Short 

Short 

:  Short 

Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

;  tons 

:  tons 

tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

■  'tons 

:     60,533  . 

56,261 

.  59,782  : 

28,690 

21,713 

:  44,100 

942 

1,804 

:  1,932 

1,834 

;  2,182 

■  2,550 

3,375  ; 

2,726 

:  1,818 

1,069 

1,903  ■ 

2,900 

G-rcen  peppers .... 

7,129  . 

4,874 

-    2,936  , 

955 

1,544  ■ 

•  2,850 

Q-reen^ beans  S/...  : 

2,411 

3,097  ; 

4,102 

3,182 

2,437  : 

2,400 

279 

167  • 

148 

205  : 

■ ■    • 141  : 

•    •  225 

9,825  .  • 

9,437 

.  7,947 

4^785  : 

2,437  : 

9,400 

11,832  : 

6,722  : 

.   5,731  , 

3  J  047  : 

2,944  : 

3,575 

""967346": 

"85,088"" 

84~'426": 

43,767  : 

35,301  : 

■  68,000 

/ 


Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  official  sources.    Does  not 
include  dry  onions  or  potatoes  except  early  potatoes  from,  nearby  countries  ex-/ 
eluding  Canada. 

l/  Practically  all  of  the  movement  takes  place  from  November  to  May  31. 
2/  Mostly  limns. 


Exports  to  the  United  States  in  Novem.ber  and  December  were  much  heavier 
fr«m  Cuba  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1933,  whereas  those  from  Ifexico 
were  lighter.     The  light  movement  from  Mexico  was  probably  due  to  the  lateness 
of  the  season  as  November  shipments  were  extremely  light.     Cuba  was  not 
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GxpGcted  tc  ship  cs  hea\r^j  in  January  as  in  DGcenbor,  which  v/as  a  record 
month,  but  exports  in  January  from  Mexico  Tvero  expected  to  be  fairly  heavy. 

In  addition  to  vegetable  imports  from  Mexico,  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico, 
small  quantities  of  vegetables  will  probably  be  received  from  the  Bahamas 
and  the  Virgin  Islands.     Tomatoes  are  the  chief  vegetable  received  from 
these  islands  but  some  carrots  may  also  come  forv/ard  from  the  Bahamas, 


The  volume  of  winter  vegetable  imports  depends  mainly  upon  the  crop 
in  the  United  St'~tes.    As  soon  as  domestic  vegetables  start  to  move  to  market 
in  volume,  imports  decline.    Weather  conditions  in  the  -va.rious  producing 
countries  also  have  a  bearing  on  the  amounts  shipped  since  early  maturity 
and  the  quality  of  the  crops  depend  on  it. 

Since  there  has  been  considerable  interest  in  the  importation  of 
winter  vegetables  this  season  due  to  the  injury  to  the  domestic  crops  from 
freezes,  the  import  duties  for  the  most  important  vegetables  are  given  below: 


WIIED  STA'TES:     Import  duties  on  principal  fresh  vegetable  imports 


Vegetable  and  unit 


G-reen  beans  - 
Lima,  lb.  . 


Tariff  Act,  1930 
General     :  Net  rate  to 


Others,  lb. 
Cucumbers ,  lb , 


Green  peas,  lb. 


Peppers ,  lb .  . . . 
Potatoes,  Irish, 
Squash,  lb .    . , . , 


lb. 


Tomatoes,  lb. 


lini  ted  S  tc  tos-  Cuban 
Agrecm.ent,  1934 


Seasonal  net  duty 


'  rate 

.  Cuba  1/ 

to  Cuba  , 
(Periods  inclusive)  2/ 

'"Cc.nts 

:  Cents 

Date 

,  Cents 

■  3.5 

:  2.8 

:  Dec. ;1  -  May  31 

:  1.4 

•     ■  3,5 

:   ■        2,8  • 

Unchanged 

•     •  3,0 

;    ■    ■     2.4  ^ 

.Dec .  1  .-.  .end  'Fo'b . 

:  1.2 

•3/'-  1.5 

3^/  1.2 

.  Dec.  1  -  March' 31 

,  0.6 

•     ■  3.0 

2.4  : 

Unchanged  ... 

:50%  ad, val. 

:  40>b  ad.  val. 

.  Dec.  1  -  May  31 

20f^ 

ad. val. 

3/        2.0  : 

Jan.  1-  April,3Q_' 

1.5 

:        0.75  ; 

0.6 

Dec  .  ■  1-  end  .i'eb,  : 

0.3 

2.0 

1.6 

Dec.  1-  L/by  31,.  .  .  , 

1.2 

3.0 

2,4  : 

Dec.  1-  end  Feb. 

1.8 

Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  official  sources. 

l/  Duties  in  this  column  are  80^o  of  the  general  rate.    All  vegetables  im- 
ported from  Cuba  in  seasons  other  than  reduced-duty  months  pay  duties 
Y/hich  are  20;'o  less  than  the  general  rates. 

2/  These  duties  apply  only  during  the  periods  shown;  at  other  seasons  the 
1930  rates  apply. 

3/  The  1930  rates  were  reduced  to  these  figures  by  Presidential  proclam.a- 
tion,  effective  January  1,  1932, 


Vbxlco 


Supplies :     The  West  Coast  of  Llexico  hcs  gi  vegetable  crop  available  for 
.shipment  to  the  United  States  of. about  55,375  short  tons,  or  about  3,000  cars, 
Q  quantity  considerably  larger  than  v/as  shipped  in  cither  of  the  past  two 
seasons  but  less  than  the  araount  shipped  in  1931-32  and  earlier  years,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  information  that  Thonas  M.  Powell,  /tmerican  Vice  Consul  at 
Nogales,  Sonera,  Mexico,  was  able  to  secure.    As  usual,  the  principal  tonnage 
is  in  tomatoes  and  green  peas  with  smaller  amounts  of  green  peppers  and  beans 
and  other  produce.    The  United  States  winter  vegetable  imports  from  Mexico 
for  the  past  four  seasons  and  the  estimnted  supplies  for  1934-35  are  given  in 
the  following  table. 


Ul^^'ITiiL  ST-iT-S:     Imports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Mexico,  and 

the  estimated  1934-35  movem-ent,  July  to  June,  l/ 


•  Average 

ii^stimate 

Vegetable 

;  1926-27 

:  1930-31 

;  1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35. 

•  1930-31 

Short 

Short 

Short 

:  Short 

Short 

:  Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

,  49,877 

42,385 

.  45,835 

:  17,040 

7,159 

:  23,000 

G-reen  peas .....  ■ 

9,825 

9,437 

7 , 946 

:      4,783  ■ 

.     2,436  . 

■  9,400 

72 

29  : 

17 

I  tj 

:            4  < 

3/  50 

320 

280  : 

157 

112 

69 

150 

Green  peppers..  : 

4,252  : 

3,027  : 

829  ■ 

;  ■      613  : 

1,400 

G-reen  beans .... 

984 

1,088  : 

1,975 

1,139  : 

634  . 

700 

90 

89  : 

69 

79 

80  . 

3^/'  75 

937 

731  : 

882 

:  357 

528  . 

~^  600 

66,357  . 

.  57,066  ; 

59 , 033  . 

24,341  . 

11,523 

3/35,373 

Compiled  by  the  foreign  i'^gri cultural  Service  from  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine, 

l/  Most  of  imports  received  from.  November  to  J.lr.y  31, 

2/  PreliFiinary  estimate  by  Thomas  M.  Powell,  iim.erican  Vice  Consul  at  Nogales, 
Mexico,  of  vegetables  available  for  shipment,  and,  of  course,   subject  to 
change.     Reduced  to  short  tons  fromi  carlots  by  the  Foreign ^agricultural 
Service . 

_3/  Estimated  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

V/eather- Conditions :     The  principal  factors  that  will  govern  shipments 
of  winter  vegetables  to  the  United  States  from  Mexico  during  1934-35  are 
weather  •  conditions ,  and  the  domr.nd  in  the  United  States  for  vegetables -at 
prices  high  enough  to  return  Mexican  growers  a  profit.     Judging  from  the  past 
history  of  the  -winter  vegetables  industry  in  Mexico,  the  \/cst  Coast  growing 
districts  are  usually  visited  by  severe  frosts  or  torrential  rains  at  least 
once  during  each  season.    Such  catastrophes  cause  damage  to  the  crops  and 
result  in  a  sharp  decline  in  shipments. 


A  _ 


Weather  coiid.i"uions  in  the  vegetable  grov/ing  sections,  Sonora,  Sinaloa 
and  Baja  California  were  generally- satisfactory  during  nost  of  December,  es- 
peciallj^  the  last  t\io  vioeks.  Those  states  border  on  the  Gulf  of  California. 
Sonora  and  Eaja  (LoT/er)  California  adjoin  the  United  States. 

SnipnGnts_:  Exports  during  Novcnber  and  December  of  1934  from  the 
West  Coast  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States  fell  considerablj^  below  those  of 
the  preceding  year,  or  1,051  short  tons  (107  cars)  compared  with  3,237 
short  tons  (333  cars)  in  1933.    This  difference  ¥/as  mostly  duo  to  light 
shipments  in  November,  1934.    Shipments  in  the  last  half  of  December,  1934, 
amounted  to  877  short  tons  (91  cars)  as  compared  with  1,244  short  tons 
(137  cars)  in  the  same  period  last  year.     Tomatoes  and  peas  made  up  the  bulk 


of  the  movement.    Details  of  the  export 


s  arc 


iven  in  the  table  below 


JjJEXICO:    j^xports  of  certain  winter  vegetables  to  the  United 
States  from  the  V/est  Coast  St-atos, 


November    and  December 

Decer.ber 

16-31 

Vegetable 

'  :  1933     .  ; 

1934 

1933 

1934 

Short  tons  : 

Sliort  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

:    ■  1,844       •■  : 

707 

.511    .  ,  : 

566 

:      1,258       ■■  : 

254 

,659  : 

235 

:         .82       ■  ; 

33 

41  . 

30 

52       •  : 

52 

:          ,32  ,: 

42 

1 

:5 

1/  ■ 

:     :   .  .  1 

4 

1/ 

Total  short  tons 

:      3,237  : 

1,051 

1,244    •  : 

877 

Total  cars  

:          338  ; 

107 

137 

;  91 

Supplied  by  Thom^.s  M.  Powell,  Am-erican  Vice  Consul,  Nogalcs,  Sonora,  Mexico, 
l/  Loss  than  1  ton. 


Plantings :     Rough  estimates  of  the  acreage  planted  to  winter  vegetables 
in  Sinaloa,  Sonora  and  Baja  California  indicate  th:;t  the  total  is  about  the 
same  as  last  year,  or  26,400  acres.    About  16,290  acres  are  reported  from 
Sinaloa  against  13,275  last  season;  7,870  from  Sonora  compared  with  10,900 
in  1933;  and  2,250  acres  in  Baja  California,  or  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
These  figures  are  rough  approximations,  converted  from  hectares. 

Tomi}to  pl-^ntings  amount  to  around  14,000  acres  compared  with  13,000 
in  1933.     The  pea  acreage  of  10,450  acres  is  little  changed  from  last  year. 
Apparently  fewer  green  beans  and  peppers  were  planted  this  year.    The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  acreage  in  the  various  states: 
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■IvSXICO:  Estimted  acreage  in  T/intor  vegetabiGS- 


Season  and  date     iToraatoes :    Peas  :  ^''^^i^^S  .      Green  •  others  ;  Total 

Beans  \  Peppers  : 

'  Acres     •    Acres  •  Acres         Acres  :  Acres  :  Acres 

1933-34  •            '  :    — —    ;   :   ~*  :  :  '  : 

Sinaloa                   :  10,000  :  1,150  :        350.  :      1,275  :  l/  500  :  13,275 

■Sonora  :     1,000  :  9,500  :  2/  i         100  :  l/  300  :  10,900 

Baj-a- California.   :    2,000  :l/    50  i  l/    ^0  i  ij      50  :  l/  100  :  2,250 


'Total  :  13,000  : 10, 700     ;        400     :      1,425  :  l/  900     :  26,425 


1934-55                  :  :  :  ;  ;  : 

..Sinaloa....  :  9,900  :  4,900  :        600  450  :  1^  440  :  16,290 

Sonora  :  2,000  :  5,500  :  2/            :  70  :  l/  200  :  7',870 

Baj-a  California..:  2,000  :l/    50  :  l/    50     :  l/  50  :  l/  100  :  2,250 


■Total.  7"  14,.000 '  ;io,450     :     '   650"  :  570  740     :  26,410 


Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  consular  reports, 
l/  Estimated  roughly  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
2/  Not  available. 

Sinaloa :  The  chief  source  of  tomatoes  as  Y/ell  as  various  other  wintei* 
vegetables  in  the  7/est  Coast  district  of  Mexico  is  the  State  of  Sinaloa. 
Plantings  are  reported  to  be  around  16,300  acres  this  year  as  against  13,275 
acres  last  year.     The  increase  is  chiefly  in  green  peas.     Tomato  plantings 
are  placed  at  9,900  acres  against  1,0,000  in  1933,  petis  at  4,900  acres  against 
1,150  in  1933,  string  beans  at  600'  acres  coiapared  with  350  last  year,  green 
peppers  at  450  acres  against  1,275  in  1&33,  and  all  others  at  440  compared 
v;ith  500  acres  last  season. 

Cloudy  weather  the  last  part  of  Decoraber  in  Sinaloa  v/as  reported  to 
have  retarded  the  developraent  of  the  vegetable  crop.    No  serious  disease 
damage,  however,  was  reported. 

Marketing  restrictions;    7ill  restrictions  on  marketing  were  removed 
in-  Sinaloa  this  year  except  the  5^  fee  per  package  -vhich,  as  in  Sonora,  goes 
to  the  Agricultural  Federation  and  the  Agricultural  Bank, 

Sonora  •  Y/eather  conditions  ,have  been  generally  satisfactory  in  Sonora 
since  the  planting  season  began  although  at  the  end  of  December  more  rainfall 
was  still  needed,  according  to  Vice  Consul  Thorns  M.  Powell,  Nogales,  Spnora , 
Mexico.  A  light  frost  in  Southern  Sonora  caused  some  damage  during  the  early 
part  of  December,  .  ' 

Acreage :    About  7,870  acres  v/ere  planted  to  winter  vegetables  in 
Sonora  as-compared  with  10,900  last  year.    Fewer  green- pea -s  were  planted 
but  more  tomtoes.    Area .  in  green.peas  is  estimated  at  5,500  acres  against 
9,500  last  year,  and. tomatoes  are, .planted  on  2 ,100  acres . compared  with 
about  IjOOO  in  1933.    The  remaining  270  acres  is  made  up  of  green  peppers, 
cucumbers,  squash  and  okra. 
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Ka^ket_ir^_r£sti^^  ;    I>j.ring  tlie  past  two  seasons  all  the  winter 

Tegetables  eijportea,  frozi  the  V/sst  Goas't  of  Ivlexico,  to\  the  United  States  were 
marketed  under  a  cooperative  plan  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Yv'ells 
Fargo  S?-press  Co-pany,  S.  A.    This  arrangeiront  is  no  longer  in  effect.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  ^hipping  season,  however,  the  Agricultural 
Association  of  Southern  Sonora  h^s  controlled : the-  packing-  and  marketing  of 
all  green- peas  produced  in  that  region,.    The  organization  has  established  a 
"  local  market  where  conpet'it  iv£5  bidding  is  practiced  once  a  week  by  vegetable 
buyer's  ■'and  all'Tieas.  packed  durir^  thtD'  week -are  sold-  to  ihD  highest  bidder,, 
states  Vice  Consul  Powell.    There  are  zip  restrictions  on  the  packing  and 
marketing,  of  other  vegetables.  groTvn  in  th^t  district,  other  than  fees  equiva- 
lent to        per  package,  2/  of "  which  goes  to  the  Agricultural  federation, 
and  3^  to.  the  Agricultural  'Bank,         '  '  , 

YiojLd;  Under"  normal   conditions,  a  hectare' of  tomatoes  produces  from 
400  to  600  lugs  (30-lbs.)  and:  a  hectare  of  peas  about  85  crates  (45  lbs.) 
which  is  equivalent  to -about  150'.  to  240:  3C-pouhd;  lugs,  of  tomatoes  and  35 
45-pound  crates  of  peas  an  acre,  :  -  :  

The  principal  receiving  points  in  the  United  States  are  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Chicago,  Boston,  Detroit  and  such  cities  as : Ottawa. and  Montreal 
in  Canada.    The  shipping  season  is  frcm  December  to  March  from  Sonora,  and 
from  January  to  May  from  Sinaloa.    The  chief  producer  of  toFiatoes  is  the 
Association  of  Producers  of  Vegetables  of  the  Mayo  {River  Valley)  and  the  - 
chief  green  pea  producer  is  the  Association  cf  Producers  of  Vegetables  of 
the  Yaqui  (River  Valley) , 

3a j a  California:    Heavy  rains"  in  September -did  severe  daniaie  to  crops 
ih-Baja  California,  especially  in' the  southern  part  of  the  peninsula, 
according  to  A.  E,  Yepis,  Vice  Consul,  Guaymas,  Mexico,    On  the  other  hand, 
the  cyclone  brought  much  needed  rain  to  replen.ish  the  generally  mioagre 
supplies  of  irrigation  water,  '         .  - 

Because  of  the  ample  water  supplies  ,  farmers  put  in  the  largest 
tomato  acreage  in  the  history  of  the  district.    Reports  are  that  the  tomato 
crop  is  expected  to  be  much  larger  than. last  year's  yield,  and  about  25^ 
in  excess- of  w-:at  is  considered  a  normal  harvest  of  fromx  25C,000  to  300,000 
lugs,  or  roughly  350,000  lugs_.    Apparently,  about'  2,000  acres  were  planted 
to  tomatoes.    The  entire  crop "is  grown  for  exportation  to  the  United  States 
but  is  not  shipped  unle.ss  the  price  is  satisfactory.    Most  of  the  crop  moves 
by  boat  .to  California,  .  An  American  broker  living  in  Todos  Santos,  3a ja 
California,  handles  the  entire  sales, 

■C-reen- peas  or  other  vegetable  crops  are  not  raised  on  a  large  scale 

for  ejiport  to  the  United  States.     The  area  in  crops  other  than  tomatoes -is 

roughly  estimated  at  250' acres.  . 

\  .... 

_Cuba  ■     .  "   .       ■  . 

■  -Supplies :    Apparently  Cuba  will  have -.about  28,000  short  tons  .of 
vegetables  to  ship  to  the  United  States  this  season  (1934-35)' as -com-pared 
with  about  20,000  tons  last  season,  and  17,000  tons  in  1932-33,  according 
to  Harold  S.  Towell,  Axiierican  Cons^^  at  .Habana,.    If  exports  reach  28,000  . 
short  tons,  it  ?;ill  be  the  largest  movement-  in  recent  years, 
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Mr,  Tswell  estimates  that  about  1,500,000  23-pound  lugs  (21,000  tons) 
of  tomatoes  will  be  shipped  as-  compared  T;ith  1,052,578  lugs  (14,500  tons) 
last  season;  104,500  32-poimd  hairxpers  (1,700  tons)  of  lima  beans  against 
92,230  pac}:ages.  (1,300  tons)  last  season;  70,600  40-pound  (1,400  tons)  crates 
of  peppers  compared  Trith  35,493  crates  (900  tons)  in  1933-34;  120,000  45- 
pound  crates  (2,700  tons)  of  eggplant  as  contrasted  with  72,891  crates  (1,800 
tons)  last  year;  and  1,450  tons  of  other  vegetables  against  732  tons  in  1933- 
34.    The  latter  is  chiefly  cucunbers  and  ne'"-  potatoes.    These  estira.tes  are 
for  the  period  November  to  I.lay  31,    Imports  are  shown  in  the  following  table 
together  with  the  estimates  for  1934-35. 

bmTED  STATES  ^    Imports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Cuba  and  the 
estirated  1934— 35  inovement ,  July  to  June  !_/ 


Vegetable 

:  Average 
:  1926-27 
:  1930-31 

:  1930-31 

:  1931-32 

:  1932-33 

,  1933-34 

;  Estimate 
:  1934-35 

•  Short 
'  tons 

:  Short 

Short 
_tqns_  • 

Short 
tons 

•  Short 
toris 

:  Short 
•  tons 

;    10,569  : 

13,775  : 
1,670  : 
2,391  ; 
1,529  : 
2,009  : 
77  : 
1,997  : 

13,901  : 
1,812  : 
1,632  : 
645  : 
2,127  : 
44  : 
795  : 

11,547 
1,338  : 
942 
89  • 
2,043  ; 

11  : 
1,100  : 

.    14,505  : 
713 
1,808 

900  : 
1,803 
6  : 

..  21,000 
.3/  900 
2,700 
1,400 
1,700 
:3/  50 
3/  500 

Cucumbers  . .  «  • .  •  • ' 

Eggplant   

Green  peppers 
Crrecn  beans  4/  , , 

804  ; 
2,979  , 
2,724  ' 
1,427 

179  : 
.    ■  2,186  : 

Others  ..••«•«••* i 

13  : 

20,868  : 

23,448  : 

^30  ^  ^ K>  0  ( 

i7","07b""1 

19,748  ; 

3/28 , 250 

Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division  from  the  annual  reports 

of  the  Chief  of  the  B'oreau  of  Entomology  and  plant  quarantine. 
1/  Most  of  the  imports  received  from  November  to  Hay  31. 

2/  Preliminary  estimate  by  Consul  Harold  S.  Te"ell,  Habana,  of  vegetables 
available  for  shipm^ent ,  and,  of  course,  subject  to  change.  Reduced  to 
short  tons  from  pad^ages  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

_3/  Esti::ated  by  the  Foreign  Agricult^oral  Service, 

4/  Mostly  limas. 

Lack  of  m.oisture;     Dioring  December  Cuban  winter  vegetable  crops  were 
said  to  have  suffered  from  lack  of  mioisture,  prospective  yields  in  some 
instances  being  reduced  by  I270  to  15^^, 

E£^_o_rts:    The  e:;rport  season  got  under  way  this  year  about  NovemjDer  15. 
The  movement  tinrough  December  31,  1934,  v/as  mxuch  heavier  tiian  in  the  preced- 
ing year.    This  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


CUBA:    E::ports  of  certain  vegetables  to  the  United  ^^tates 


Vegetable 

rTovember  and  December : Total  e^-gDorts* 
1933       :  ■    i934       :  1933-34  l/-  -  ■ 

;Sstlmated  exports 
.  '  •  1-934-35  1/ 

Tomatoes  2_/ 

101,360 
43,701  ' 
602  ' 
:  3,403 

.     435,868  :     1,052,575' ' 
.   ■■    35,971   :           92,230  '  : 
.  •     3,315  :          35,493  : 
;        4,691:          72,891  ; 

:        1,500, 00*0 
104,500 
70 , 600 
120,00^0  

;     149,366  :   '479,845  :  1,253,192 

1,795,000 

Supplied  by  C enseal  Harold  S.  Te'.vell,  liabana,  Cuba.  1/  November  to  May  31. 
2/  Lugs  of  28  lbs.  net.  3/  Hampers  of  32  lbs.  net.  4/  Crates  of  40  lbs. 
net.     5/  Crates  of  45  lbs.  net. 
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Isle  of 


'ines,  Cuba 


Although,  there  Tras  less  acreage  planted  to  ".Tinter  vegetables  on  the 
Isle  Ox  Fines,  there  v;iXl  probably  be  from  20  to         -more  shipped  to  the 
United  States  than  in  1935-54  because  of  the  Florida  freeze,  according  to 
Mr.  Vvilliam  J.  -Mills,  Treasurer  and  General  Manager  of  the  Isle  of  Pines 
Steanship  Company. 

Less  acreage  T/as  planted  in  1934  than  in  1953  because  of  the  Iott 
finances  of  the  gro'zers  ttLo  have  lost  ncney  for  the  last  t.iree  or  four 
years,  states  Ivir,  Mills.    Larger  shipraents  from  the  Island  are  e:cpected  to  . 
be  secured  by  shipping  more  of  choice  grade  than  usual.'.   Ordir^arlly  only 
Fancy  stock  is  moved  to  Habana  for  e:q}crt. 

The  freeze  in  Florida  is  said  to  have  come  too  late ' in  the  season 
to  ^permit  a  very  large  increase  in  Cuban  acreage : and --al so ,  -the  very  dry 
weather  in  December  discouraged  additional  plantings.     (Only  a  sm.all.  propor- 
tion of  the  vegetable  acreage  in  the  Isle  of  Pines  is  under-irrigation) 

Cucumbers  are  by  far  the  principal  vegetable  shipped.    There  is  a 
small  area  planted  to  eggplant  and  peppers,  some  of  "hich  7:1-1-1  p-ro  bably  go 
forT^ard.  ■  '         ■         '  .    .    -  ■ 

Puerto.  PjijKD  ■  ■ 

Plantings :  There  uere  about  533  acres  planted  to  "inter  vegetables 
in  Puerto  Rico  this-  season,  according  to  a  letter ■ from  A.  3 . -Mas on , -Super- 
vising Inspector  at  San  Juan.  About  380  acres  are  in  cucumbers  and -153  in 
various  crops  such  as  sumnisr  squash,  peppers,  string  beans  and  tomatoes. 

The  cucu"mbsr  crop  :Tas  in  very  good  condition  early  in  Januar;/  and 
T^as  expected  to  yield  175  bushel  crates  per  acre,  states  I\'Ir.  L!ason.  Most 
of  the  remaining  crops  ';7erG  expected  to  bo  cons^jmed  on  the  Island,  especially 
the  tomatoes,  since  prices  prevailing:  thore  in  January  T;e re  higher  than  in 
the  United  States. 


Comparative  figures  on  acreage  are  given  in  the  table  beloTZ,  It 
T7ill  be  noted  that  1934-35  sho-ws  a  heavy  reduction.     It  is  entirely  possi- 
ble that  plantings  for  late  shipment  have  been  increased  since  this 
information  T;as  received  in  mid-January.    Very  good  profits  Tvero  m.ade  by 
cucumber  grorrors  in  1933-34,  according  to  Mr.  Mason. 

PUERTO  RICO :    Plant inis  of  "inter  vegetables 


Product 


1930 


31 


\ 

tiucur-ribers   

Tomatoes   ,: 

Pep\?ers  : 

Eggplant   : 

String  beans  : 

Potatoes 

Lima  beans   ..: 

Green  peas   ♦,: 

Others  *.•........•......•: 

Total  :  ~" 

Supplied  by  A.  S.  Mrison,  Su^ervi 


ii^_re_s 

270 
250 
402 
32 
4 


85 


1932  -  33 


"jlcrcs" 
^  400 
500 
300 
150 
100 
100 
100 
,  60 
100 

iVsio 


1934 


35 


Acre_s_ 

360 
32 

29 

■  40 


533 


1,_043  

sing  Inspector,  Scji  Juan,  Puerto  Rico, 
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SliijJimirrts :    Tlio  movenorit  of  the  chief  vc£Gtablos  from  Puerto  Rico 
to  the  United  States  in  the  last  five  seasoiiG  are  given  in  the  follovjing 
tabic.    There  has  been  an  uprzard  trend  in  shipmentB  of  vegetables  from 
Rierto  Rico  to  the  United  States.    Last  year  v;as  the  banner  year  v.'hen 
lj842  short  tons  went  forv:ard. 


milTSD  STATES:    Shipments  of  fresh  vegetables  from 
Rierto  Rico,  July  to  June  \J 


:  Average 

Vegetable 

:  1926-27 

:  1930-31  : 

1931-32 

.  1932-33 

1950-31  J/ 

"SliorT"" 

SholiiT"; 

"""SlTort  : 

"ShofT"" 

;  tons 

;      tons  : 

tons 

;  toiiB 

Cucumbers  • • • 

:  66.2 

:      104.8  . 

.  132.6 

:    493.5  : 

Eggplant  • . • • , 

76.2 

55.3 

::  14.7 

Peppers 

» •  •  ■ 

152.8  : 

317.6 

,  139.0 

:      37.4  " 

Pumpkins  .... 

» . . 

53.5 

:  85.1 

:  54.1 

:  41.7 

Sauash   

t  •  • ! 

10.0  ■ 

0 

:      34.9  : 

,    114.8  ! 

Tomatoes  «... 

> .  •  1 

107.1 

:      100.9  : 

46.3 

:  103.4 

Others  ...... 

> .  • 

59.5 

:        78.0  : 

278.9 

;    189.9  " 

Total  ..... 

525  «  3 

:      741,7  • 

714.6 

r~95T4  \ 

1933-34 

'"Shoi't 
tons 

1,465.4 
26.2 
31.3 
71,7 
54.9 
48.9 
^  ^3._6_ 
T,842'.T 

om  the  annual  report 


1,600 

50 
50 
100 
100 
100 
150 


Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  fr 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Ouarantine. 
1/  With  the  exception  of  1933-34,  returns  T/ere  given  in  containers. 

have  been  roughly  reduced  to  short  tons.    Most  of  these  vegetabl 

received  from  November  to  May  31. 
2_/  Year  1927-28  T7as  not  available  hence  not  included  in  averaites. 
3/  Roughly  estimated  by  the  Poreign  Agricultural  Service. 
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■  UlTITED  -STATES  DEPARTIvIB^TT  .0^  .AGRI  CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
■  Washington,  D.  C.    -  ■ 

IV^rch  6,  1935. 
FCRSIGK  KE\7S  ON  VEGETABLES  ;  .  ■    .  ■ 

Larger  shipments  from  Mexican  \/est  Coast  .  .  -  • 


S}mrna_ry:    In  the  first  half  of  January,  sMpments  of  winter  vegetables  ■ 
from  the  y,''est'  Coast  of  Mexico  regained  some  of  the  ground  that  was  lost  in  the 
last  few  years,  according  to  Vice  Consul,  Thomas  M.  Powell,  at  Nogales,  Sonora , 
Mexico.    There  has  been  a  shortage  of  fresh  vegetables  in  the  United  States  due 
to  freezes.    About  2E0  cars  rolled  across  the  border' at  Mogales  from  January  1 
to  15,  1935,  as  compared  T7ith  145  cars  in  the  same  period  in  1934.    Peas  and 
tomatoes  constituted  the  bulk  of  the  movement.    Most  of  the  shipments  originated 
in  southern  Sonora.     The  most  important  producing  State,     Sinaloa,  however,  is 
now  in  a  position  to  supply  vegetables.    An  excellent  crop  of  torn toes  has  matured 
together  with  green  peas  and  miscellaneous  produce.    The  total  movement  from 
November  1  to  January  15  was  311  cars  compared  with  282  last  season. 
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Exports :     Of  the  220  cars  shipped  through  Nogales  from  Mexico  in  the  period 
January  1  to  15,  1935,  112  were  green  peas,  81  tomatoes,  5  green  peppers ,  2  egg- 
plant, 1  green  beans  and  19  miscellaneous  vegetables.     The  table  below  gives  the 
movement  in- terms  of  pounds  and  cars. 


I.5E1XIC0:    Approximate  exports  of  green  vegetables  to  the 
■   United  States,  January  1  to  15,  1934  and  1935 


Kind 

1  9 

3 

4 

1  9 

3  5 

Pounds 

:  Cars 

:  Pounds 

:  Cars 

Tomatoes  ...,..  =  <, 

963,940 

• 

■   :  44 

I  1,475,031 

81 

1,559,580 

!  93 

:  2,042,918 

112 

G-reen  peppers .  .  . 

98 , 484 

:  1 

264,076 

:  5 

Green  beans  

77,107 

;  3 

:  171,119 

;  1 

Eggplants ....... 

:               7 , 983 

) 

:   ^  55,792 

:  2 

Lima  Beans  

) 

11/4 

8,332 

) 

Cucumbers 

) 

6,075 

) 

1/  19 

Totals  : 

2,707,094 

145  : 

4 , 023 , 343  : 

220 

Compiled  by  Vice 'Consul  Powell  from  records  of  the 'Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
quarantine.        l/  Mixed  cars. 


Total  shipments  for  the  1934-35  season  (November  to  January  15)  are  now 
considerably  ahead  of  those  of  last  year.    V/ere  it  not,  however,  for  the  heavy- 
movement  in  the  first  half  of  January  this  would  not  be  the  case.     Out  of  311 
cars  shipped  to  January  15,  138  ?7ere  peas,  135  tomatoes,  7  green  peppers,  3  green 
beans,  2  eggplant  and  26  mixed  vegetables.    Details  of  the  movement  are  given  in 
the  table  below. 


i:±±tISSL^    Approxi::Bti  exports  of  green  vegetables  to  the 
United  States  November  1  to  January  15,  1934 
and  1935. 


.          To  January  15 ,  ■ 

Kind 

;  Pounds 

Tomatoes  

Green  Peppers 
Green  Beans  ,  ; 

Lima  Beans , . . . , » . . : 
Cucumbers 

1,985,100  

2,877,554  ' 
.  161,943 
•  15^,  496'    ■    ■  ■ 
...10,233 

Totals  : 

5,194,326 

Cars 

93 
173 
1 

 8 

1/  V 

282 


To  January  15,  1935 
Pounds  *       . Cars 


2,889,878 
2,551,586 
366,023 
037,384 
66,461 
8,500 
6,075 

6 ,125 ,907 


135 
138 
7 
3 
2 

)     1/  26 


311 


Compiled  by  Vice  Consul  Powell  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and 
Plant  quarantine  at  Nogales.  ■  l/  Mixed  cars. 

2£Il;^d£lLjLoillLtL9I^l.l    M-eal  weather  prevailed  in  the  v/inter  vegetable 
growing  district  of  southern  Sonora  during'the  past  t'.vo  v/eeks  (January  1  to  15) 
and  all  indications  point  to  a  busy  season.     Vegetable  shipments  increased 
steadily  during  the  period  under  review  from  that  region  and  these  are  expected 
to  continue  for  approximately  one  month  longer.    Practically  all  of  the  tomatoes 
and  a  majority  of  the  green  peas  exported  to  the  United  States  from  the  V/est 
Coast  district  during  the  present  season  originated  in  southern  Sonora. 

Unusually  warm,  weather  was  experienced  lately  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa 
which  was  very  beneficial  to  the  tomato  crops  in  that  region.    However,  the  pea 
crop  suffered  as  a  result  of  this  condition  as  pea  vines  are  more  susceptible 
to  injury -from  heat.    Shipments  of  green  peas  from  the  V/est  Coast  district  are 
believed  to  have  reached  the  peak  during  the  past  week  (January  15)  and  are 
expected  to  decline  steadily  while  tomato  shipments  will  undoubtedly  increase 
rapidly  in  the  near  future,  reaching  the  pfiak  about  the  1st  or  middle  of  March 
of  this  year. 

Ill^£^JiS£d_shi2^  Shipments  of  fainter  vegetables  to  the  United' Stc tes 

from  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico  hove  increased  rapidly  as  the  season  progressed. 
As  hereinbefore  stated,   southern  Sonora  has  furnished  a  imjority  of  the  vegetable 
exports  so,fr:r.     However,  tomcto  shipments '  from  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  the  prin- 
cipal tomato  growing  district  of  the  West  Coast,  are  just  beginning.    As  m?,y  be 
seen  from  the  foregoing  oomparatlve  tables,  exports  of  torn- toes,  green  peas  and 
green  peppers,  the  principal  commodities  grown  in  the  above  mentioned  regions, 
have  shown  a  perceptible  increase  over  those  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
the  previous  season. 

.QE^.liJXL    G-enerally  speaking,  the  winter  vegetables  offered  for  export 
during  the  present  season  from  the  V;est  Coast  of  Mexico  have  been  only  fair  In 
quality.     Tomato  shipments,  so  far,  are  considered  to  be  slightly  below  par 
with  those  of  previous  years  while  the  green  peas,  par ti cul-'jrly  late  shipments 
do  not  compare  f'  vorcbly  with  those  of  former  years.     However,  according  to 
information  received  from  local  shippers,   the  present  tom'  to  crop  in  the  Stcte 
of  Sinaloa  now  ready  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  is  considered  to  be  far 
superior  in  quality  to  those  of  previous  years.     This  may  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  growing  conditions  in  thr t  State  have  been  unusually  favorable  since 
the  beginning  of  the  season. 
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September  30,  1935. 


F0RSIC3\I.NK//S  ON  YSOETABLSS 


Prospects  for  1955-36  Cuban  Vegetable  Season 


General  Situation;  Earlier  plantings  of  vegetables  are  being  made 
this  year  than  usual  in  Cuba  which,  Y;eather  permitting,  will  mean  earlier 
maturity  of  crops,  according  to  a  communication  from  Vice  Consul,  W.  N. 
Walmsley,  Jr.,  at  Habana.    Plantings  are  expected  to  bo  as  large  as  last 
season  with  somewhat  heavier  yields.    Production  v/ill  probably  bo  larger 
.but  exports  may  bo  no  larger  than  last  year.     Only  the  best  quality  of 
vogotablos  will  be  permitted  to  clear  for  export. 

Traders  appear  to  bo  optim.istic  with  regard  to  the  coming  export 
season,  states  Mr.  Walmsley.     Growers  and  exporters  arc  said  to  bo  solid- 
ly organized  in  tho  Association  of  Fruit  an.d  Vcgetablo  GroY^^ers  and  Ex- 
porters.    Tho  Organization  is  drawing  up  legislation  and  regulations  to 
govern  the  grading  and  exporting  of  fruits  and  vogotablos  from  Cuba. 

Shipments  of  the  principal  vegetables  during  the  main  shipping 
season,  ITovombcr  to  May,  last  year  exceeded  54,000,000  pounds  canpared 
with  31,900,000  pounds  in  1933-34.-    The  total  for  1954-35  was  made  up 
of  38,000,000  pounds  of  tomatoes,  4,500,000  pounds  of  poppers,  4,500,000 
pounds  of  eggplant,  5,700,000  pounds  of  lima  beans,  1,600,000  pounds  of 
cucumbers,  1,400,000  pounds  of  okra  and  600,000  pounds  of  now  potatoes. 
Sec  table  on  pago  5, 

Tomatoes ;     'Tomato  seed  bods  were  laid  out  throe  or  four  v/ccks 
earlier  this  year  than  is  usually  the  case.    Tho  first  transplant ings  of 
seedlings  have  boon  made.    It  is  not  oxpocted  that  the  acreage  planted 
in  tomatoes  will  bo  much  larger  tlr.n  last  year.    Harvesting  will  likely 
start  around  November  15,  if  the  present  fine  v/eathor  prevails. 

The  association  of  Growers  and  Exporters  has  adopted  the  United 
States  grades  for  tomatoes.     "Cuba  No.  1"  and  "Cuba  No.  2"  will  be  the 
only  grades  exported.     These  grades  arc  defined  tho  same  as  the  "U.S. 
No.  1"  and  "U.S.No.  S"  grades.    The  standard  tomato  lug  of  1400  cubic 
inches  has  boon  adopted.     The  smallest  sized  tomatoes  that  will  be  clear- 
ed for  export  will  pack  6x7x6  in  four  tiers.    Considerably  smaller  sizes 
were  allowod  to  move  into  export  last  season.    Inspoctions  will  be  made 
at  the  wharves  only.     Inspectors  will  be  paid  by  tho  vegetable  Somiitation 
Office  of  the  Cuban  Department  of  Agriculture.    See  tabic  on  page  5 
for  exports  and  United  States  duty. 

Lima  Beans:  Lima  beans  like  tomatoes  have  been  planted  earlier 
this  year  and  it  is  expected  that  first  pickings  of  the  light  oarly  crop 
will  commcnco  about  November  1.    Plantings  will  probably  be  about  tho 
samo  as  last  year  but  tho  yield  should  be  higher  unless  a  drought  occurs 
such  as  the  one  exporienced  tho  last  of  1954  and  the  first  of  1935. 
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T,^..^     ^i^^^J^^^c  P-^^^-to  crop  is  not  plr.ntcd  before  MovembGr  so 
little  cr.n  bo  indicated  r.s  yet.    Red  Bliss  are  used  for  the  first  crop 
oad  constitute  most  of  tHo  export  surplus.    Potato  exports  to  t^  UnUed 

^  et  'ro'"  '?r"^r  ^^-^  Provcil'in  ?he  Cub^n  ^.r-' 

^et  are  usually  r.bove  those  in  the  United  states  and  only  seasonal  ship- 
ments under  special  circumstances  are  made. 

_  Potatoes  are  the  only  Ycgotablo  crop  r/hich  is  officially  esti^at- 
lOC^l  l^o  production  of  Red  Bliss  in  1934-35  was  384,600  bags^'of 

100  pounas  and  :7hites  netted  149,600  bags,  m.aking  a  total  of  534  200 
ba.gs.    For  exports  of  potatoes,  see  the  table  on  pages. 

01horj^eget£^_s:  A  considerable  quantity  of  other  vegetables  ere 
IZIT.       r  '"'^^^    ^^£^PP2L3  c^ci  eggplant  arc  of  considerable 
porto^co  and  v/ere  especially  heavy  in  1934-35  ¥ae  to  the  Florida  frcst. 
Sizeable  quantities  of  cucumbers  and  okra  also  move  out.     The  -krr  shiD- 
ments  Tvere  smaller  in  1934-35  thr^  in  the  preceding  season  due  to 'drought 

tLr  IT'^.'-l"^^^^"'"  shipments.    No  increase  in  plantings  of 

these  vegetables  are  anticipated  but,  as  in  case  of  tomatoes  and  lima 
beans,  exporters  expect  better  yields. 

th.t  nf^°  ^'-^P^t  per  acre  of  all  vegetables  gro^  in  Cuba  is  far  below 

l^ck  f.ims  m  Cuba  are  large  but  cultural  methods  somewhat  primitive. 
B^^o  use  of  fertilizers  is  rare  due  tc  the  cheapness  of  the  land  cjid 
the  uncertainty  of  favorable  returns. 
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CUBA:    Jlxports  of  principal  frosh  vegetables  to  the  United 
States  during  the  various  periods  that  the  minimuzn 
United  States  duties  apply,  together  Tzith  the  duty 


Vegetables 

:  1935-34 

1934-35 

:    J/IintniuiiL  duties 

ToLiatoes 
Doceinbor 
January 
February 

1000  pounds 

3,655.0 
8,076.5 
8,942.9 

1000  pounds 

;       14 , 548 . 3 
:  13,249.5 
9,964.0 

:     1  4/5c:  per  pound 

Total 

;  _20,674.4 

37 ,761.8 

Liraa  Beans 
DccQ'Tbcr 
Januarv 
February 
IvEirch 
ADril 
May 

1,646.2 
1,077.6 
:  720.1 
:  349.5 

1,243.7 
491,4 
958.5 

1,026.2 

:    1  2/5c'  per  pound 
'  ,  

Total 

3,719.8 

Potatoes 

Doccmbor  : 

Tr  ■'^nf^  TV 

Fcbmary  ; 

8^.2 
18.2 

39  6 .  S 
:  212.6 

3/1  Or*'  PPT*  noiiTid 

Tctal 

102.4 

1   609.2 

Cucuiubcrs  ; 
Dcc.l-Feb.28 

:          1087 0 3  : 

1586.7 

1  1/5^  per  pound 

Eggplant 

Dec.  l-I'ar.  ol 

.  _29ec^^5  

\  A236_.6  

3/5c?f  per  pound 

Qkra  : 
Dec.  l-I.Iay  31 

1580.3 

1380.7 

.     SO^  ad  valorem 

Peppers 

Jan.  1-Apr.  30  : 



449  7 . 2   

Ig-^i'  per  pound 

Grand  Total 

31,894.7 

55,842.0  : 

Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  infomiation  supplied 
by  V/.  IT.  V/almsloy,  Jr.  ,  American  Yico  Consul  at  Habana. 


UNIT3D  3TAT2S  DEPARTflENT  OF  AG^lICUITaRS;  S  ^ 

Bureau  of  .-igricultv.ral  "jcorxomics  {J^ 
7/ ^ s.Q in g'bon  .  0 .  C  • 
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I:fiprq_Yec'.  Grading  Aids  Vegetable  Exports  _fror:  Cuba 


2xpj::t5  of  vegetables  fron  Cuba  to  xbe  Uni-'ad  States  in  Novenber 
were  66  perceij     Icrger  tr.an  in  Noverac  ir  19'o4.     Tbt,  increase  is  explained 
by  the  faYorable  prices  vrevailing  in  the  United  Spates  for  Cuban  vege- 
tables, according  to  e  coinniunication  from  Consul  Iiarold  S.  Tewell  at 
Habana.    Kighor  prices  uere  secured  because  of  the  improved  grading  of 
Cuban  vegetables  this  season  and  better  purchasing  pov/er  in  the  United  States 
7:rites  Mr.  Te-yyell. 

Ships  outward  manifests  filed  Yit'ch  the  American  Consulate  at  Habana, 
sho';?  th'it  c:-q:orts  of  vegetables  fromi  Cuba  to  the  United  States  totaled 
2,28.53638  pounds  in  L;;ovember  co  .lOared  ^.7ith  1,373,551  last  Novomiber.  Tomiatocs 
a:..;d  lim^a  beans  '-njtq  the  t'.7o  big  items  in  the  trade.     Tomatoes  totaled 
1,004,354  pounds  compared  ".^'ith  949,691  last  year  in  Novem.bcr,    A  large  in- 
crease occurred  in  limia  bean  exports.     Shipments  of  this  popular  vegetable 
amounted  to  1,007.0  .7  pounds  in  xJovember,  1955,  compared  with  only  277,142 
pounds  in  h:ov  ember,   19c^±,     Other  item.s  listed  were  okra ,  eggplant,  cucmTibwrs 
ai".d  peppers. 

Present  estimxates  indicato  that  approximately  3,400,000  pounds  of 
tomiatces  were  to  go  for'.vcrd  in  Deccmiber,  or  300,000  lugs  (23  lbs.  net). 
S-''bstantially  larger  amounts  are  expected  to  move  to  the  States  in  January. 
Preliminary  estimiates  of  the  total  export  shipm^ents  fromi  the  Cuban  winter 
tomato  crop  remain  at  1,300,000  to  1,400,000  lugs  for  the  1935-36  season. 

It  is  reported  that  grOvi/:.rs  and  exporters  have  decided  that  few,  if 
any,  tom.atoos  packing  as  sm^all  as  7  x  7  will  be  permitted  to  m.ove  to  the 
American  market  this  season.    Although  not  in  force  in  November,  the  volun- 
tary ad"herenco  to  the  requirements  of  tho  nev'/  grading  and  packing  regulations, 
?7hich  are  given  bolovv,  is  claimied  to  have  contributed  largely  to  the  good 
prices  received  for  exports  during  Novem.ber. 


Cuba  pl-j lis  closer  control  of_^-vj_|gctn.bl3_c reports 

Conferences  'bot^Gon  represent;; tivcs  of  the  Gubnn.  DGp^irtmont  of  Agri- 
culture i-.T'd  tho  Associ'-.tion  of  Jruit  cjid  Vogotablo  Grovzors  and  Exporters 
hQYC  rosultc-d  rccontij/^  in  the  prepcr  .tion  of  a  la:,"  to  govom  gr?.ding,  pack- 
ing, .:nd  inspection  of  Cutan  7;inter  Y'igGt.?.blcs  for  jiqiiort.  Heretofore, 
cert-. in  regulations  hcve  bcoji  '-;pplieG  to      fc:/  products,  but  tho  provisions 
noT7  prepared  f^r  on-ictmcnt  into  lav/  cover  :;11  lee.ding  Cuban  i;7intor  vege- 
tables shipped  to  JiiLoric-.n  merkcts.    According  to  rierold  S.  Tot/cII,  Anierican 
Crnsul  at  Habana ,   the  nev;  la--  is  expected  t':  be  in  force  for  the  coming 
season. 

The  gGner-\l  loquiremonts  of  th.:  propissed  laa  require  exporters  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  bo  registered  v.-ith  the  Cuban  Dopartiriont  of  Agri- 
culture.   Moreover  J  the  packing  plants  are  required  to  be  licensod  by  that 
Department  and  must  be  in  chr.rgo  of  a  properly  qualified  manager.     Tho  Iqtt 
als-:-  prmvidos  for  inspection  regarding  sanitations,  qaality,  -and  grade. 
&j.ch  inspection,  togothcr  -ith  a  check  '^n  the  type  of  package  used  and  the' 
irarkings  thoref'-r,  is  c-nducted  both  at  packing  plants  and  when  the  goods 
arc  presented  at  the  docks  f  )r  3hipin:nt. 

?resh  t^-^rggtoe^s:     For  export  arc  t-~  be  divided  into  grade s,'  Cuban 
Isic.  1  and  Cuban  No-  2.     ~o  be  graded  as  Cuban  Ko.  1,  the  tomatoes  in  each 
shipiTiOnt  must  be  all  of  eno  horticultural  variety,  of  the  same  size,  -oil 
formc-d,  and  in  a  perfect  state  of  ripeness,    Tho  tomatoes  must  be  frco  of 
deformities,  -.Tithout  outside  braises,  cracks,  scars,  sp^ts,  or  ovidonce  of 
insects,  insect  dr--.age,  ..r  disease  and  must  be  free  of  loaves,  dirt,  ind 
other  matter.-  -  Not  over  10  percent  of  the  c-^ntonts  of  a nj''  container  will 
bo  -penrlttod  to  bear  small  mnrks  from  rubbing  in  transportation  or  small 
spots  n:t  duo  to  insects  -r  disease. 

To  qualify  for  Grade  No.  2,  tomxitoGS  must  conform  to  the  foregoing 
requirements  for  first  grade  fruit  except  that  smiall  doforF^itios  will  be 
permitted  if  the  fruit  is  of  good  quality,  and  sm.all  healed  injuries  and 
sm.all  cracks  about  the  stemi  -ivill  bo  oermitted,    Not  over  20  percent  of  the 
contents  of  any  container  may  boar  spots  coused  by  rubbing  in  transportation 

After  January  1,  shipmionts  f r  m  tho  provinces  of  Pinar  de  Rio, 
EabQnc ,  and  I.Satanzas  will  be  p-  seed  if  containing  up  to  15  percont  of  half 
ripo  tom-atocs  or  tomatoes  sho^ving  color,  ?7hilc  shipmxnts  from^  Santa  Clara, 
Camiague;/,  omd  Oricntc  provinces  may  contain  up  to  20  percent  of  such  to- 
matoes.    Tne  f'-.lloaing  defects  ;7ill  disqualify  tomatoes  for  expert:  Tender- 
ness, over-ripeneso ,  malformation,  cracks  indicating  possible  decay,  healed 
deep  cracks,  insect  damage  or  evidence  of  insects,  black  spots,  m.osaic,  dirt 
and  the  l-^-;;  quality  characteristics  of  "77ator  and  seed"  tomatoes. 
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ThG  specif iod  standard  sizas  for  export  lugs  are  as  folloT^s: 

4x5  with  60  toinatoos  in  3  tiers 

5x5  v7ith  75  toiriatoos  in  3  tiers 

5x5  with  90  toLiatocs  in  3  tiers 

6x6  v;ith  103  tomato os  in  3  tiers 

6x7  with  125  tomatoes  in  3  tiers 

7x7  with  196  tom.atocs  in  4  tiers 

6  X  7  X  5with  130  tomatoes  in  4  tiers 

The  pock  7  X  7  is  auth-^rizcd  conditionally  and  only  for  tomatoes 
grading  CuboPx  No.  1.    Whenever  the  Cuban  D«partnoMt  of  Agriculture  repre- 
sentative in  an  GX'p'~'rt  market  reports  unf avorabl:/-  concerning  the  demji^nd 
for  that  size  or  when  that  pack  does  not  bring  a  profitable  price,  exporta- 
tion will  1>3  prohibited  oj  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  cxp'' rtati-^n 
of  fresh  tom.atoos  in  bulk  or  in  any  form  not  indicated  in  the  regulations 
is  prohibited. 

Each  t-^^ato  is  required  to  be  wrapped  in  paper,  one  tomato  in  a 
wrapper.    The  frait  must  be  packed  solidly  to  withstand  handling  in  ship- 
ment.   The  size  -f  the  fr^jit  must  be  indicated  on  the  end  of  each  lug  and 
must  be  in  accordance  with  the  facts.    Violation  of  these  requirements  will 
result  in  condemnation  of  the  lot  for  export. 

Only  Lima  Eaons  packed  in  standard  hampers  prescribed  by  the  regula- 
ti'"^ns,  m-ectin£_-  staaOard  requirements  imy  be  exported.    Exportable  beans 
miust  be  tender,  shiny,  free  of  dirt,  dust,  stems,  leaves,  and  other  matter, 
and  spots  caused  by  disease.    They  must  not  be  damaged  by  borers  or  other 
insects  and  must  contain  no  insects. 

Efc;ans  for  e^iport  will  be  delivered  for  insooction  at  the  plant  quar- 
antine station  at  the  liabana  dDcks  but  largo   5xporters  may  have  quarantine 
inspectors  assigned  to  their  packing  plants.    In  the  latter  event,  the 
period  of  such  assignm^cnt  at  a  particul  .r  plant  will  be  limated,  for  ship- 
ments originating  there  will  bo  subject  to  x-e-inspec tion .    Beans  failing 
to  pass  inspection  will  bo  disposed  of  by  th3  Bureau  of  Plant  Qiiarantine. 
Lima  bean  pods  containing  S  beans  will  be  passed  if  they  are  straight  and 
well  formied,  but,  if  comprising  25  percent  of  a  to  cal  shipment,  they  must 
be  in  separate  hampers.    The  regulations  also  apply  to  string  beans. 

^Eggplant  for  export  muL-t  be  packed  in  standard  crates  prescribed  by 
the  regulations.    All  eggplant  packed  in  the  soiao  crate  must  be  of  uniform 
size, .color,  and  shape,  and  of  the  same  horticultural  variety.    They  must 
be  without  deformities,  spots,  bruises,  rot,  m.arks,  stcm.s,  leaves,  dirt, 
and  defects  caused  by  insects.    Eggplant  mieoting  these  requirements  will 
bo  graded  Cuban  Ko.  1  while  those  failing  to  m  et  the  requiremients  as  to 
color  only,  will  be  graded  No*  2.    Grades  may  be  stamiped  on  crates.  In 
every  case  eggplant  must  be  of  full  size  but  not  ripe.    Each  eggplajit  for 
export  must  be  wrapped  individually  in  paper  and  only  the  following  sizes 
will  bo  passed  for  export  markets:     12,  13,  24,  30,  36,  42,  44,  43,  and  60 
to  a  crate. 
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Pe^ppers  for  export  must  be  pecked  in  prescribed  standard  crates. 
This  vegetable  must  be  of  full  uniform  size,  of  a  bright  green  color,  and 
of  the  same  variety,  free  of  leaves,  stem.s,  damage  by  the  sun,  insects, 
and  disease,  and  evidence  of  rot.    Half-ripe  peppers  meeting  the  foregoing 
specifications  will  bo  passed,  but  crates  containing  them  must  be  stamped 
"rod  peppers"  in  red  ink.     The  cxDortation  of  peppers  of  the  Italian  variety 
will  be  permitted  if  the  above  requirements  as  to  color  and  form,  are  met, 
ana  ci*ates  containing  them  m.ust  bo  stamped  "Cuban  Italian  peppers". 

T.-vo  m.Gthods  of  packing  will  be  permittod  for  okra;    In  hampers 
specified  for  lim_a  bians  and  in  crates  containing  6  baskets  of  a  capacity 
of  4  liters,     Okra  of  the  long  variety  and  that  of  the  short,  cylindrical 
variety  :.:ay  not  bo  packed  in  the  same  container,    For  export,  okra  must  bo 
tender  and  fresh,  p.crfectly  clean  and  free  from  spots,  insect  damage,  di- 
sease, and  evidenc-  of  rot.    All  okra  packed  in  the  samic  container  must  be 
of  the  samiO  quality,  size,  and  form.    If  okra  is  found  mixed  with  other 
fruit  or  ve.;:',c tables,  the  entire  shipment  will  be  refused  and  disposed  of 
by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Quarantine  7;ithout  compensation  to  the  packer. 

Exportable  cucuiTibors  must  be  tender,  and  those  packed  in  the  same 
crate  must  be  of  the  sam.o  size,  quality,  and  shape,  free  from  disease, 
insect  dam.Ggc,  spots  or  blemishes,  dirt,  stemis,  and  leaves.     On  each  crate 
will  be  stam_ped  the  number  of  cucumbers  contained  and  their  approxim-ate 
net  weight. 

All  containers  of  Cuban  frijit  and  vegetables  mast  bear  the  words 
"products  of  Cuba"  placed  thereon  by  moans  of  a  rubber  stamp  or  im^prcssion 
in  ink  and  also  the  numxbor  of  the  packing  house  at  v/hich  the  contents  wore 
prepared  for  export.     Only  ne?/  and  clean  containers  will  bo  permitted  for 
use  in  exporting  fresh  vegetables  and  only  those  typos  and  sizes  provided 
for  in  the  regulations  may  be  usod.    Exports  in  bulk  or  in  containers  not 
indicated  in  the  regulations  are  absolutely  prohibited.     Companies  engaged 
in  transporting  fresh  vegetables  to  foreign  m.arkets  aro  required  to  provide, 
at  the  docks  of  ships  and  all  car  ferries,  the  refrigeration  necessary  for 
such  products  to  roach  the  pert  of  destination  in  good  condition  in  accord- 
ance with  the  following: 

Tomatoes  50  to  60  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  10  days 

Lima  boans  -3?.  to  4-0  dcgre,.s  Fahrenheit  for  15  days 

Poppers  3?;  xo  40  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  10  days 

EggpL:.nt  50  to  GO  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  10  days 

Okra  50  to  60  degrees  Fahrenheit  :^or    5  days 

Cucujnbors  60  to  60  d:;grecs  Fahrenheit  for    6  days. 

ThciTiaximun  pcri^-d  ef  refrigeration  indicated  is  the  approxim.ate  time  the 
product  specified  rioy  r;o  under  refrigeration  at  the  d'-;cks  before  shipment 
on  vessels.     On  all  vessels  the  some  degree  of  refrigeration  will  bo  pro- 
vided for  such  time  as  .may  be  necessary  for  the  shipm.ent  to  rD-.ch  its 
destinati'^n. 


miTSD  STATES  DEPART' CK\TT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  A.'rri cultural  Econcmics 
7/c.shington,  D.  C. 


FS___  DGCQmbGr  30,  1935. 

E0KSI(2T  NEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 
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Sligilt ly  Large r^V ege table  Plantings  State  of  Slrxaloa,  Mexico  t/ 

Situation:     Around  11,350  acres  will  be  planted  to  v/inter 
vegetables  in  the  State  .of  Sinaloa,  IJexico  this  season  compared  v/ith 
10,300  in  1954-35,  according  to  Vice  Consul  R.  C.  Beverstock  at  Mazatlan. 
As  usual  the  heaviest  planting  will  be  tomatoes  follov/ed  by  green  peas, 
green  peppers  and  string  beans.    Shipments  of  tomatoes  may  be  somev/hat 
heavier  than  last  season  but  the  green  peas  are  mostly  being  raised  for 
seed  and  only  a  siriall  quantity  are  expected  to  be  consigned  in  the  fresh 
state.     If  high  prices  prevail,  a  larger  quantity  of  green  peas,  than  at 
present  expected,  V7ill  bo  shipped.     vYith  good  weather  conditions  and  satis- 
factory prices  in  the  United  States,  there  should  be  about  1,200  cars  of 
tomatoes,  100  cars  of  green  peas  (if  these  are  shipped  green) ,  100  cars  of 
green  peppers,  25  cars  of  string  beans  and  a  small  numxbor  of  cars  of  various 
other  vegetables,  or  mixed  cars  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Acre?.ge;     There  has  been  a  drastic  decline  in  acreage  planted  to 
winter  vegetables  in  Sinaloa  since  1930-31.    Close  to  28,000  acres  were 
planted  in  that  season.     The  plantings  declined  rapidly  to  10,300  acres  in 
1954-35,  which  apparently  v/ill  be  the  low  point  as  about  11,350  acres  are 
reported  for  1955-36.     The  decline  in  acreage  is  explained  chiefly  by  the 
increase  in  Arr-crican  duties  on  vegetables  and  the  low  prices  that  developed 
as  a  result  of  the  depression.     Secondary  factors  were  the  agitation  on  part 
of  organized  farmers  in  Sinaloa  for  smialler  plantings  and  the  restrictions 
placed  on  mnrlceting  by  the  State.     The  table  below  gives  the  plantings  of 
YiJinter  vegetables  in  Sinaloa  for  the  past  six  years. 

Estimated  Winter  Vegetable  Acreage  State  of  Sinaloa,  Mexico 


Season  [ 

Tomatoes 

Green 
peas 

Green 
poDpers 

String 
beans 

Total 
acres 

:  Acres 

:  Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

1930-31 

26,000 

:  800- 

,  1/  400 

:  1/ 

500 

.   1/  27,700 

1931-32 

;  22,r300 

:  900 

1/  400 

1/ 

500 

1/  24,300 

1932-53 

15,200 

2,400 

500: 

1,300 

19,400 

1933-34 

8,850 

1,150 

375 

350 

10,725 

1934-35 

:  8,000 

:  1,350 

550- 

400 

10,300 

1935-35 

8,500 

1,500 

900 

450. 

11,350 

Com.piled  by  Vice  Consul  R.  C.  Eeverstock,  Mazatlwn. 

1/    Rough  estimates  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  in  order  to  get 

totals  for  1950-31  and  19  31-52.  

&7    The  I'.'Iexican  West  Coast  vegetable  deal  comip rises  the  southern  part  of  the 
state  of  Sonera,  Sinaloa  and  Lower  California.    No  information  has  been 
received  fromi  the  other  two  yet. 


Contol  of  .tlie  Yegotablo  industry"  in  Sinr,lo?.  by  the  Gonf odoration  of 
Agricuitur-^.l  Associvtion  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  V7hich  was  ostablishcd  on 
LTcvcmber  21,  1Q32,  vjas  relaxed  during  the  s'Jirmer  of  1934.     The  1934-35  crop 
V7as  marketed  by  the  growers  as  they  saw  fit.    Yice  Consul  Bovcr stock  reports 
that  the  Confederation  has  officially  stated  that  a  similar  hands  off  policy 
will  be  followod  in  the  1935-33  season,      G-rowers  v/ill,  hov/OYor,  bo  required 
to  help  maintain  the  Confederation  and  to  continue  to  make  payments  to  the 
amortizati':^n  fund  ef  the  Eanco  de  Sin-^loa.     The  centributors  will  eventually 
be  issued  shares  of  st'-^ck  in  the  bank. 

Woa thj';r  cpndi ^^-S^'^}_^?J     Extremely  hot  weather  in  Cct'ber,  combined  with 
heavy  insect  injury,  oracxically  wiped  out  early  plantings.    Weather  con- 
ditions since  October  have  been  satisf actor;/. ■  New  plc;ntings  were  being  made 
in  November  and  oarly  DGComber,    Planting  is  expected  to  continue  through 
December.    Most  of  the  t'-^ratoes  and  peas  are  already  pl:aited.     Growers  expect 
te  recoup  their  early  season  losses  on  shipments  in  the  late  v/inter  an.d  oarly 
spring  m^onths.     Shipments  in  these  months  are  usually  the  most  profitable, 
according  to  Mr.  Boverstock, 

Shipment;     A  few  shipments  of  tomatees  have  been  m^ade  but  the  season 
is  expected  to  bo  late.    A  small  quantity  of  the  crop  is  expected  to  roll  in 
January  with  a  majority  of  the  shipm^ents  going  forward  in  February  and  March. 
Production  costs  are  onpocted  to  be  higher  this  season  due  to  increased 
wages,  higher  taxes  and  other  items. 

On  the  basis  of  the  acreage  estimates  contained  in  this  report  and 
weath::r  C'-^nditions ,  it  appears  probable  that  shiom.ents  for  the  seasons  will 
amount  to  roughly  1,200  cars  of  tomat'os,  100  cars  of  green  peas,  (if  shipoed 
fresh)  5  1-C  cars  of  groon  poppers,  S5  cars  of  string  beans,  and  a  few  Eiixod 
cars  of  various  vegetables,    under  favorable  climatic  and  price  conditions, 
7  acres  of  t'matocs  will  produce  ::ne  car  of  630  lugs;  10  acres  of  peas,  a 
car  of  320  crates;  and  7  acres  of  groon  peppers,  a  car  of  450  crates  hampers; 
according  to  Vice  C-nsul  Eovcrstock. 


